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2016 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
 
 To the inhabitants of the Town of Wakefield in the 
State of New Hampshire qualified to vote in town affairs: 
 
 You are hereby notified of the First and Second 




 You are notified to meet for the First Session of the 
Annual Town Meeting, to be held in the Opera House of the 
Wakefield Town Hall, 2 High Street, Sanbornville, New 
Hampshire, on Saturday, January 30, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.  The 
First Session will consist of explanation, discussion, and 
debate of each of the following warrant articles, and will 
afford those voters who are present the opportunity to 
debate, propose and adopt amendments to each warrant 
article, except those articles whose wording is prescribed by 
state law. 
The meeting opened at 1:04 p.m. by the Town Moderator, 
Dino Scala.  Chief Fifield led us in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Father Patrick Gilbert gave the invocation.  Mr. Scala 
announced the NH State Primary Election on February 9th, 
the Town and School Election on March 8th and the School 
Deliberative Session on February 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  He then 
introduced the Town Clerk Valerie Ward, the Board of 
Selectmen’s Chair Charlie Edwards, Selectman Connie 
Twombley and Selectman Ken Paul, Town Administrator 
Teresa Williams and Town Attorney Richard Sager.  The 
Moderator introduced the Chair to the Budget Committee, 
Jerry O’Connor, who spoke a few words about the 
experience that makes up this committee.  Mr. O’Connor 
then introduced the members of the Budget Committee. 
 The Moderator recognized Phil Twombley who made 




by 5:00 p.m. and that no article shall be taken up for 
consideration after 4:45 p.m.  In the event that all articles in 
the warrant have not been acted upon, the Moderator is 
authorized to reconvene this session at a date, time and place 
which meets the approval of the majority of the voters 
present.  The motion was seconded by Relf Fogg and passed. 
 The Moderator reviewed the rules and asked those 




 You are also notified to meet for the Second Session 
of the Annual Town Meeting to elect town officers by 
official ballot and to vote by official ballot on the warrant 
articles as may be amended at the First Session, to be held at 
the Opera House of the Wakefield Town Hall, 2 High Street, 
Sanbornville, New Hampshire, on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.  
Polls for voting by official ballot will open at 8:00 a.m. and 
will close at 7:00 p.m., unless the town votes to keep the 
polls open to a later hour. 
 
Article 1:  To choose all necessary Town Officers for the 
ensuing year. 
 
Article 2: Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the Planning Board for 
the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows?: Amendment 
adds “Laundromat” as a use permitted in the Business & 
Commercial, and Village/Residential districts, and allows it 
with a conditional use permit in the Residential III and 
Agricultural districts, and does not permit the use in the 
remaining districts. The amendment also adds “Laundromat” 
to Article 33 “Definitions”. (Majority vote required). 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  No further 





Article 3: Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for 
the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows?: Amendment 
changes parcels known as TM 212-10, 212-11, & 212-12.2 
to “Residential III (Rural) from “Light Industrial.”  These 
three parcels front on Governors Road and are being rezoned 
to match their existing use. (Majority vote required). 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 4: Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning Board for 
the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows?: Amendment 
changes certain 
parcels located along Perkins Hill Road, Acton Ridge Road, 
and Province Lake Road to the 
“Residential III” Zoning District from the “Agricultural” 
Zoning District (excepting portions of 
parcels within 500 feet of Balch Lake and Lake Ivanhoe.) 
This article reverses a change in the 
Zoning Map approved in 2015. (Majority vote required). 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 5: Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning Board for 
the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows?: Amendment 
requires that in the Historic Overlay District, the 
construction, alteration, moving or demolition of any fence 
requires a Certificate of Approval from the Heritage 





This article was read by the Moderator.  There was a 
question from the audience.  Mr. Fogg asked what if a fence 
was destroyed naturally, such as snow being plowed into the 
fences.  Would there be a fine? What are the consequences if 
any?  Steve Royle, Chairman of the Planning Board, said 
there was no mention of a fine.  Leigh Nichols asked if there 
was an application or an application fee.  Mr. Royle 
explained that this was brought forward by the Heritage 
Commission and the Planning Board went along with the 
idea.  Mr. Twombley, a member of the Heritage 
Commission, explained that this was brought forward to 
preserve what the Historic Village looks like today.  They 
are trying to discourage people from taking down fences.  It 
is only a recommendation there are no penalties.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 6: Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the Planning Board for 
the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows?: Amendment 
adds impervious surface coverage restrictions (formerly 
found within the Site Plan Regulations) to the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The amendment also changes the definition of 
“Impervious Coverage” to “Impervious Surface Coverage” 
and adds clarity in the wording of the definition within 
Article 33 “Definitions.” (Majority vote required). 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Sixty-Seven Thousand Dollars 
($67,000) to be added to the Ambulance Capital Reserve 





This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The article was read by the Moderator. Mr. Paul moved the 
article.  It was seconded by Mr. Edwards.  Mr. Paul 
explained the article stating this appropriation allows for the 
replacement of the ambulance this year.  Last one was 
replaced in 2010. No further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 8:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to 
be added to the Bridge Construction Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  Mr. Edwards moved 
the article.  Mr. O’Connor seconded the motion. Mr. 
Edwards stated that is will assist the town in the repair of 
bridges that are red listed.  There are no plans currently on 
which bridges to fix.  Mr. Scala asked if the state gets 
involved at all.  Mr. Edwards explained if you applied to the 
state but the price of repair will then triple and then the 
process is to wait seven years to pay it back.  Mr. Edwards 
agrees this is not enough money to fix any bridge.  Mr. 
O’Connor commented on the bridge on Pine River Pond 
Road using a culvert for the fix.  Mr. Paul commented that 
the state wants to see gravel.  They do not want to see 
culverts.  No further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 9:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and 




be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. (Majority vote required). 
  
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  Mrs. Twombley 
moved the article.  Mr. Edwards seconded the motion.  Mrs. 
Twombley explained that this appropriation follows the 
vehicle replacement schedule developed by the Fire Chief.  
The next truck to be replaces it the 1989 Engine #3.  There 
was no further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 10:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($25,000) to be added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve 
Fund previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0.   
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Paul moved the article.  
Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. Paul explained 
that this appropriation follows the vehicle replacement 
schedule and the next truck to be replaces is the 2005 in 
2017.  No further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to 
be added to the Transfer Station Facility Capital Reserve 
Fund previously established. (Majority vote required). 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 





The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Paul moved the article.  
Mr. Edwards seconded the motion.  Mr. Paul explained that 
over the past couple of years the Transfer Station Manager 
and Board of Selectmen have been reviewing different 
aspects of the facility for a better flow.  Move dumpsters to 
the other side of the scale.  Mrs. Sandy Johnson inquired 
about the fund balance.  The current balance is $60,605.98 
and the projected balance is $110,605.98.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Four Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($400,000), for the completion of the second floor of the 
Public Safety Building and sprinkler system for the entire 
building, with Sixty-Seven Thousand Dollars ($67,000) to 
come from the Public Safety Building Second Floor Capital 
Reserve Fund, and Three Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand 
Dollars ($333,000) from Unassigned Fund Balance, with no 
amount to be raised from taxation. This article is non-
lapsing until December 31, 2017.  (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 10-1. 
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  Mr. Edwards moved 
the article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Edwards explained that 14 years after the building was built 
the second floor has never been finished and it is starting to 
create serious problems. The original plan was a one million 
dollar project.  A committee has been formed.  Mr. Edwards 
made it clear this money will not come from and increase in 
taxes.  There is $1,900,000.00 in the unassigned fund 
balance and the state recommends that this figure stays 




expenditures.  Chief Fifield and Chief Nason presented a 
slide show containing the progress through the years and 
photos of how it looks today.  They stressed how important it 
was to install a sprinkler system in this building.  The vented 
roof is allowing heat to escape because it has never been 
properly insulated.  This improvement will allow 24 hour 
EMS coverage for the town.  At the present time one would 
be home when the call comes in after 6:00 p.m. and they 
would have to get to the station to get the ambulance before 
they can respond to the emergency.  This will also have a 
sally port, gym, lockers, evidence room, emergency 
management room, storage, bunk house and a day room for 
the employees. Mr. Miller explained the unassigned fund 
balance. Mr. Fogg asked if the funds will not come from 
raising taxes why does the article read to raise and 
appropriate.  Attorney Sager responded that it is a DRA rule 
to use that terminology on all money articles being voted on.  
Mr. Szirbik stated that he supports the article but thinks the 
writing is wrong and it is not being honest to voters.  Mr. 
Edwards went on to explain the unassigned fund balance 
stating how $175,000.00 of this helped keep the tax rate in 
Wakefield down when the county’s tax rate went up 22%.  
The town decided to use the money in the unassigned fund 
balance instead of hiking up the tax rate to cover the error of 
the county.  The auditors have advised the Select Board to 
spend some of this money.  Charlie Edwards stated that they 
took it amongst themselves to find what is important and 
they felt that this building needed to be finished.   Jerry 
O’Connor explained it from his position as Chairperson of 
the Budget Committee.  Mr. Szirbik made a closing 
argument that there should not be so much money in the 
unassigned fund balance.  Mr. Miller explained that the way 
the timing with the school budget and the town budget goes 
that is how the unassigned fund balance gets built so fast.  
Connie Twombley expressed how badly this needs to get 




Paul agreed the article could have been written differently 
but instead of the tax rate going low and then high this is 
more consistent for the tax payers. Mrs. Cyr asked if there 
was enough insurance on the towns assets and both Chief 
Fifield and Chief Nason assured her there was, but if there 
was loss the equipment would not be replaced for months 
because it takes time to find a vehicle and equip it to replace 
what we have now.  There was no more discussion on this 
article. 
 
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to 
be added to the Highway Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve 
Fund previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Paul moved the article.  
Mr. Edwards seconded the motion.  Mr. Paul explained this 
fund is for the replacement of the excavator and the grader.  
The grader would get replaced first.  No further discussion 
on this article. 
 
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) to 
be added to the Invasive Species Expendable Trust Fund 
previously established. (Majority vote required).   
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read this article.  Mrs. Twombley moved the 




explained that this appropriation is to help the many lakes 
control the invasive species showing up in the lakes.  This 
past year the board was approached by seven different lakes 
and $53,000.00 was expended.  This amount is a bit more 
than the previous year, because one of the lakes has a large 
amount of milfoil that keeps growing.  They have attacked 
the milfoil aggressively for the last couple of years and now 
for 2016 will not need as much funding.  There was no 
further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Thirty-One Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($31,500) to be added to the Police Cruiser Capital 
Reserve Fund previously established.  (Majority vote 
required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read this article.  Mr. Edwards moved the 
article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  This fund is 
to replace a cruiser according to the Chief’s regular schedule.  
There was no further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to 
be added to the Technology Fund Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read this article.  Mrs. Twombley moved the 




explained that this fund is for the replacement of computers, 
servers and routers and updates of software at all town 
buildings.  This year two computers at the Police Station and 
three computers at the Town hall need to be replaced.  The 
computers are on a five to six year replacement rotation.  
There was no further discussion on this article. 
 
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to establish an 
Assessing Statistical Update Capital Reserve Fund pursuant 
to RSA 35:1 for the purpose of performing assessing 
statistical updates, and to raise and appropriate the sum of 
Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) to be placed in said fund.  
Further, to appoint the Board of Selectmen as agents to 
expend. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mrs. Twombley made a 
motion to move the article.  Mr. Edwards seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Twombley explained for many years we have 
been raising and appropriating $7,000.00 to $8,000.00 in the 
budget in case we needed to do a statistical update.  Each 
year our Assessor determines whether or not an update needs 
to happen, some years we do not have to do the update which 
means the budget money would go back into the general 
fund.  The Board of Assessors along with the Board of 
Selectmen felt it was time to establish a CRF (Capital 
Reserve Fund) for when the updates need to be done.  If an 
update does not need to be done then the money can grow 
until the next year.  An update is required at least every five 
years. There was no further discussion on this article. 
  
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 




added to the Town Hall Improvement Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Edwards moved the 
article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. Edwards 
explained this is a small appropriation this year.  We do not 
have any major projects planned, but would like to redesign 
the administrative offices in the future.  The current amount 
in the CRF is designated to help WPI (Wakefield Projects 
Inc.) with the cost of the lighting truss in the Opera House 
which was planned in 2015.  Mr. Scala asked clarification on 
which room is the administrative office and he was told it is 
across the hall from the Town Clerk’s office.  No further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 19:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty 
Dollars ($1,750) to be added to the Emergency Management 
Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  (Majority vote 
required).  
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen, by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Edwards moved the 
article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. Edwards 
explained this appropriation is for Emergency Management 
established six years ago.  It is meant to build to a certain 
appropriate level and then only be used in a true town wide 
emergency.  It will supply the shelter and provide funds for 




current director is.  The current director is Chief Fifield who 
explained that the funds used to go back to the General Fund 
but now it can grow in a CRF.  There was no further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of One Hundred Fifty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($155,000) to be added to the 
Highway Construction Project Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen, by a vote of 3-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 10-1. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Paul moved the 
article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Paul explained that this appropriation will be used to 
repair many roads in town.  We decided a couple 
years ago to pull the amount out of the Operating 
Budget and create this CRF.  This was done in order 
to keep funds growing in the CRF if projects were 
not complete.  Mr. Blackwood asked about the cost 
of a shim coat for a mile. Mr. Paul took a guess at the 
price and spoke about Oak Hill Road needing a lot of 
work.  Mr. Blackwood explained that this line should 
not be cut and explained how expensive it is when 
you let the roads go year after year. Mr. Blackwood 
then made a motion to double the amount because the 
roads need to be shim coated before they need a 
complete repair.  Mr. Moreschi seconded the motion.  
Members of the Budget Committee admit that the 
line was cut for three years in a row and it was never 
caught up.  This was the number presented to them 
by the Selectmen and they went along with that 




article fails.  Discussion ensued.  It was asked of Mr. 
Blackwood to please consider keeping the amount 
under $200K so it does not get voted down and 
nothing will be raised and appropriated and there will 
be a balance of $34,149.01 for 2016.  Mr. Blackwood 
withdrew his motion.  Mr. Moreschi withdrew his 
second.  Mr. Blackwood changed the amount to 
$255,000.00.  Mr. Moreschi seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued. The Moderator read the amended 
article and asked for a vote from the voters present.  
43 Yea, 3 Nay motion carries.   
 
Article 21:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Seven Thousand Three 
Hundred Dollars ($7,300) for the purpose of 
purchasing radar traffic recorders for the police 
department. This appropriation will be offset by a 
50/50 Highway Safety Grant. The Town’s portion of 
the appropriation will be Three Thousand Six 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($3,650) and is contingent 
upon the receipt of the grant. (Majority vote 
required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 10-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.   Mr. Edwards moved 
the article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  
Mr. Edwards asked Chief Fifield to speak to this.  
Chief Fifield explained these will be mounted to a 
pole and it tracks time of day, speed of vehicle and 
the speed limit. There will no guessing, it will show 
the Police Department where the problems are.  Mr. 
Dube asked if they were equipped with cameras and 




explained that they do not have cameras and they are 
portable.  There was no further discussion on this 
article. 
 
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Thirty-Nine Thousand Eight 
Hundred Thirteen Dollars ($39,813) for the purpose 
of purchasing and installing rescue tools for the 
rescue vehicle at the Fire Department. (Majority vote 
required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 8-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mrs. Twombley 
moved the article.  Mr. Edwards seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Twombley asked Chief Nason to speak 
to this article.  Chief explained that in 2002 the top 
technology was purchased, as vehicles change the 
tools change as well. On older cars the current tool 
works fine but now different steel is used to make 
vehicles and the tool used currently, builds so much 
pressure that it snaps and shoots parts 75 feet.  Chief 
would like to purchase the new equipment and have it 
retrofitted into the existing vehicle now instead of 
waiting for a new vehicle.  It is more efficient and 
less dangerous.  At this time Mr. O’Connor 
mentioned the fact that the EMS went to Governor’s 
Council and how Governor Maggie Hassan 
recognized them for their efforts the night of a fatal 
accident in Wakefield a few weeks ago.  Chief Nason 
stated that it’s not often these men and women are 
recognized for their actions. They do their jobs and 
they do them very quietly without any recognition.  




Mrs. Twombley said Thank You on behalf of the 
whole town.  She stated that it is impressive how 
organized they are and how many people are 
involved. There was a standing ovation from the 
proud citizens of the Town of Wakefield. Mr. 
Moreschi asked about adapting the tool. Chief 
responded stating the company will not stand behind 
putting new tools on old manufacturing.  The old 
equipment will go on older vehicles at the East 
Wakefield Fire Station.  No further discussion on this 
article. 
 
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to establish a 
Security Devices Capital Reserve Fund pursuant to 
RSA 35:1 for the purpose of purchasing and 
installing of security cameras, Go-Pros and/or any 
other security devices for enhancing the security of 
municipal properties, buildings and municipal 
personnel, and to raise and appropriate the sum of 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) to be placed in 
said fund.  Further, to appoint the Board of Selectmen 
as agents to expend. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 11-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article. Mrs. Twombley 
moved the article.  Mr. Edwards seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Twombley explained this new CRF for 
the purchase of security cameras or any other security 
devices that we feel is needed.  In the last couple of 
years there have been incidences such as trips, falls, 
and possibility of materials stolen and irate people in 
town buildings.  If there were cameras it would prove 




of creating these CRF’s.  He stated that when we put 
away money it mandates that the money gets spent.  
Dino asked Council to clarify if there is a minimum 
amount of money that the Selectmen have to spend. 
Council answered no not for capital reserve fund.  
Jerry was curious if a CRF should be for a capital 
improvement and asked if there was an amount it had 
to be.  Ken Paul explained that CRF is for a specific 
line item and it earns interest.  Ms. Williams 
explained that the capital assets that the auditors like 
to see the depreciation.  The Selectmen set it at $20K.  
Because the first quote they received was for 
$20,000.00 they decided to create the CRF.  Mr. 
Edwards asked about dissolving a CRF and Ms. 
Williams said that was the next article.  There was no 
more discussion on this article. 
 
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to 
discontinue the Salt Shed Capital Reserve Fund under 
RSA 35:16-a, said fund was established in 2012 to 
build a new salt shed. Said funds, with accumulated 
interest to date of withdrawal, are to be transferred to 
the town’s general fund. (Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen by a vote of 2-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 11-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Edwards moved 
the article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  
Mr. Edwards explained that the salt shed was 
completed in 2014 and there is no need to have this 
CRF any longer.  Mr. Blackwood asked about the 
remaining balance.  Mrs. Williams answered 






Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to establish a 
Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund 
pursuant to RSA 31:19-a and RSA 289:2-a for the 
maintenance of town cemeteries, and deposit 
cemetery lot sale income into said fund. Further, to 
appoint the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend. 
(Majority vote required). 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mrs. Twombley 
moved the article.  Mr. Edwards seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Twombley explained there is currently 
a CRF for town cemetery maintenance, which is 
funded by the taxpayers’ dollars.  This new 
Expendable Trust Fund will be funded from the sale 
of lots at the cemetery, so eventually there would be 
no need for the other CRF.  Mr. Miller explained 
there are now a CRF for cemetery maintenance and 
one for cemetery water supply.  There was no further 
discussion on this article. 
 
Article 26:  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 
Town of Wakefield Transfer Station and Recycling 
Center Ordinance, in accordance with RSA 149-M: 
17, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen. 
(Majority vote required).  
 
The article was read by the Moderator.  Mr. Paul 
moved the article.  Mrs., Twombley seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Paul explained it was determined that 
our ordinance needed to be adopted by the voters not 
the Board of Selectmen.  There was a committee 
formed to review the current ordinance.  They spent 
many hours reviewing and visiting other transfer 
station facilities.  Not too much has changed from the 




town vote.  There was no further discussion on this 
article. 
 
Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to authorize 
the Board of Selectmen to establish or amend fees 
(such as for licenses, permits, transfer station, etc.) 
after holding a duly-noticed public hearing thereon, 
pursuant to RSA 41:9-a. (Majority vote required). 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Paul moved the 
article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Paul explained this is a housekeeping article.  The 
original article that passed has not been able to be 
located.  There was no further discussion on this 
article. 
 
Article 28: By Petition: Shall we adopt the 
provisions of RSA 287-E relative to the conduct of 
games of bingo and the sale of lucky 7 tickets? 
 
The Moderator read the article.  He then recognized 
Attorney Hall (a petitioner) to speak on the article.  
She stated this was also a housekeeping article.  Mrs. 
Hall explained the law saying that BINGO is for 
nonprofit entities only and Union Village Concerned 
Citizens and Union Law were nonprofit.  The Union 
Congregation Church has a space.  They cannot rent 
it out but they can accept a donation.  The church 
would like to sell food and beverages.  The 
application says it is law that the town needs to vote 
to run BINGO.  There was no further discussion on 
this article. 
 
Article 29: Shall the Town raise and appropriate as 
an operating budget, not including appropriations by 




voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the 
first session, for the purpose set forth herein, totaling 
$4,611,010?  Should this article be defeated, the 
default budget shall be $4,485,651 which is the same 
as last year, with certain adjustments required by 
previous action of the Town or by law, or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in 
accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up 
the issue of a revised operating budget only. 
(Majority vote required). 
 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board 
of Selectmen by a vote of 2-0, and recommended 
by the Budget Committee by a vote of 11-0. 
 
The Moderator read the article.  Mr. Edwards moved 
the article.  Mrs. Twombley seconded the motion.  
The article is self-explanatory.  There was no further 
discussion on this article. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 




 2016 EMPLOYEE PAYROLL
EMPLOYEE EARNINGS EMPLOYEE EARNINGS
Adams, Leroy $36,049.35 Gore, Joseph $22,382.91
Agea, Jonathan $12,958.06 Gregoire, Megan $3,769.88
Anderson, Patricia $169.95 Griffin, Brock $300.00
Anthony, Garrett $25.00 Guildbrandsen, Fred $15,518.93
Bancroft, Nancy $100.00 Hall, Alyssa $31,920.26
Behrens, Jason $11,279.71 Haskell, Rhodie $4,190.00
Beveridge, Brad $44,105.91 Jemiola, Madeleine $2,935.59
Bickford, Cynthia $54,434.20 Johnson, Jason $1,291.79
Bodah, Antoinette $30,267.84 Kilkelly, Philip $661.50
Boggs, Eric $542.50 Kimble, Brian $203.50
Botta, Nina $2,931.25 Kinville, Caleb $1,374.75
Brackett, Patricia $360.00 Knight, Robin $89.64
Briggs, Claire $51,004.19 Knights, Walter $47,807.24
Capone Muccio, A $454.85 Kolb, Tracy $52.29
Cawlina, Barbara $197.96 Labrie, Cheryl $27,982.42
Charest, Nancy $153.14 Laferriere, Richard $54,334.49
Cherry, Trevor $34,400.81 Landry, David $2,218.50
Chouinard, Caitlin $112.50 Larochelle, Eric $23,929.39
Chouinard, Derek $342.18 Laughy, Michael $40,998.53
Colbath, Patricia $1,020.49 Levesque, Kristin $1,563.00
Collins, Mary $44.82 Libby, Charles $35.00
Cools, Cassandra $1,181.17 Libby, Dawson $2,573.75
Cools, Samantha $92.00 Libby, Steven $2,889.00
Cyr, Bonnie $54.16 MacDonald, Michelle $37,612.75
Desroches, Judith $89.64 Marsh, Duane $10,913.80
Desroches, Richard $44.82 Martin, Donna $2,719.50
Edwards, Richard $2,250.00 Martino, Matthew $15,314.09
Favorite, Evan $7,122.25 McGovern, Kenneth $5,535.25
Fenton, Michael $64,656.44 Meagher, Elaine $224.11
Fifield, Kenneth $81,830.07 Mercer, Dennis $3,287.53
Flayham, Jean $123.26 Mix, Thomas $827.08
Fogg, Arlene $25,394.32 Moore, Michael $2,015.00
Fogg, Nathan $39,074.26 Morrill, Laurel $3,956.04
Garland, Seth $45,189.21 Morrill, Sam $4,379.23
Gauthier, Deborah $297.00 Murray, Charles $23,851.59
Gembach, Leigha $1,289.25 Nason, Christine $82.17
Gingras, Stephen $20,430.61 Nason, Cody $4,958.36
Glidden, Antoinette $59.76 Nason, Todd $14,440.00
Goodfield, William $2,038.63 Nicholas, Celeste $522.50
27
EMPLOYEE EARNINGS EMPLOYEE EARNINGS
Nichols, Angie $41,393.78 Trepanier, Courtney $1,782.50
Nichols, Leigh $43,847.38 Trotter, Nancy $3,578.13
O'Brien, Mark $32,794.62 Twombley, Connie $2,250.00
O'Kane, Margaret $59.76 Ventura, John $66,128.76
Ouellette, Sandra $54.16 Vinagro, Victor $5,580.00
Parsons, Scott $40,191.10 Voyles, Penny $44.82
Paul Jr, Kenneth $7,035.64 Waldron, Christopher $48,375.91
Paul Sr, Kenneth $2,250.00 Walsh, Michael $1,765.00
Paul, Jeanne $29,209.19 Ward, John $3,276.50
Perkins, Andrew $1,662.12 Ward, Robert $274.52
Pevear, Frank $7,007.96 Ward, Valerie $44,876.72
Pierce, Jared $14,416.20 Welch, Sean $52,209.74
Pike, Scott $33,776.40 Welman, Jared $57,505.46
Reilley, Richard $181.50 Williams, Teresa $74,742.32
Riley, Joseph $25,499.21 Williamson, Bradford $4,865.27
Robinson, Wayne $53,535.60 Williamson, Janet $8,430.46
Rowan, Deborah $483.69 Winn, Warren $56,597.47
Runnels, Jane $11,463.75 Young, Evan $37,599.62








Stephen, William D $18,518.27
Stevens, George $9,536.00














SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY - 2016 
 
 
Town Hall, land and buildings  $   831,400 
 2 High Street 
Public Safety Building, land and buildings $1,458,300 
 2017 Wakefield Road 
Fire Department, land and buildings 
 Union    $ 107,600 
 236 Main Street 
 Sanbornville (included in Public Safety Building) 
East Wakefield  $ 149,700 
21 Sanborn Road 
      $   257,300 
Highway Department, land and buildings   
 1488 Wakefield Road   $   254,600 
 
Parks and Recreation 
Annex Bldg (Parks & Rec) $ 167,200 
 132 Meadow Street 
Town Beach    $ 360,600 
 1 Cemetery Road  
Sanbornville Playground $   29,500 
      $   557,300 
Sewer Plants and facilities   $   105,300 
 (1685 White Mtn. Highway - sewer plant and two lift 
stations located at 35 Meadow Street & 2392 White 
Mountain Highway) 
Landfill, land and buildings   $   202,100 
 330 Rines Road  
All lands and buildings acquired through 
Tax collector’s deed   $  1,394,300 
All other property    $  3,060,000 
 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 
 The Town Clerk’s office had a lot of work to do in 2016, 
mostly because there were four elections throughout the year.  It 
was a great experience to be involved in the General Election.  The 
Paul School was very supportive, allowing us to have the election 
there.  We had a 73% turnout, and that facility is more conducive 
to a larger crowd. We all got a chance to use their new parking lot.  
The staff from the Paul School was very helpful and went above 
and beyond to make sure we had everything we needed to have a 
successful day.  Thank you! 
 The new dog program is now two years old, and the people 
seem to like being able to register their dog online.  All dogs need 
to be registered by April 30th each year.  Wakefield has a new 
Animal Control Officer, Dave Landry.  He has been very 
cooperative and efficient.  I think he will be a great asset to our 
town.  We would also like to congratulate Fred Guldbrandsen on 
his retirement and thank him for being our ACO and working so 
well with this office. 
 New Hampshire vital records are working on getting all 
records in the computer.  All New Hampshire birth records from 
1982 to present are in the computer.  The death records from 1990 
to present are in the computer, as are marriages from 1989 to 
present.  Eventually every New Hampshire vital record will be in 
the computer and available at any clerk’s office within the state. 
This office has seen the revenues increase this year.  More people 
are buying better cars and paying the higher registration fees than 
years before.  The boat registrations help quite a bit also.  The Boat 
Agent fee is $5.00 per boat.  That money stays right here in town, 
and we registered 775 boats in 2016.  There has been an increase in 
trailers, campers and motorcycles also.  This office, like everything 
else, depends on the economy. 
 In 2016 I became a NH Certified Town Clerk after 
attending one week of school for three years.  I would like to 
47
continue on to receive the New England Certification.  The classes 
that are offered cover a large range of topics, and the networking is 
priceless.  Barbara Schnurbush, Deputy Town Clerk, is still serving 
on the Legislative Committee.  She knows what bills are going 
before the State Representatives to be discussed and voted on.  We 
would like to thank our State Representatives for asking our 
opinion on bills that have to do with our office.  It is nice to have 
that relationship, and it is a great benefit to our town. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 




TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016 
 
Auto and Boat Permits   $900,838.60 
  (775 boats registered 2016) 
State Motor Vehicle Fees   $399,311.74 
Titles      $    2,632.00  
Municipal Agent Fee    $  27,226.00 
Vital Records     $    3,765.00   
Dog Licenses     $    8,329.00 
Animal Control Fines    $    1,425.00    
Fishing and Hunting Licenses  $    4,039.50    
Marriage Licenses    $    1,050.00   
UCC Filing     $    1,013.00   
Pole Licensing Fees    $       160.00     
Mailing Auto Reg Fee   $    2,177.45  
Misc      $           0.00 
2015 Redeemed NSF Checks   $           0.00 
NSF Bank Fees    $       170.00    
NSF Penalty Fees    $       425.00     
Redeemed NSF Checks   $    4,588.42 
Candidates Filing Fees   $           6.00 
 
Total Payments to Treasurer  $1,357,156.71 
49
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Low & Moderate Income Homeowners Property Tax 
Relief program is offered annually.  Eligible resident homeowners, 
regardless of age, receive relief from a portion of the State 
Education Tax, which is included in our property tax rate.  The 
filing period is May 1st – June 30th.  The forms will be available at 
the town hall by the end of April, provided the State funds the 
program. The Legislature will vote on this program in April.  For 
more details, please contact my office. 
 The office accepts partial payments for taxes.  Many people 
find it easier to make smaller payments more often rather than 
trying to save for a larger amount twice per year.  If anyone is 
interested in taking advantage of this option, please feel free to 
contact my office to make arrangements. 
 As always, anyone having tax questions is encouraged to 
call the office.  The telephone number is (603) 522-6205, extension 
305.   
 
Visit wakefield.nhtaxkiosk.com to view and pay your tax bill 
online. 
 
2016 Tax Rate $12.94    
Town      $3.39    
School     $5.87   
State Education  $2.28  
County      $1.40 
 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































   










   



















   




































































































































































































































































































































































































BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
 As we reflect back on 2016, a couple of things come to 
mind. One is that our Town is running smoothly and efficiently. 
Secondly, we are thankful for the wonderful staff we have helping 
our Town run smoothly and efficiently. They are always here to 
answer any of your questions with knowledgeable information! 
 The major project that started in 2016 was the 2nd floor of 
the Public Safety Building. The voters approved the use of funds 
from the unassigned fund balance to finish the building. It has been 
15 years since the Public Safety Building was built. If we did not 
act soon we would have begun to have major issues. It is planned 
that the completion will be in the fall of 2017. 
 Another project completed this year was the lighting 
system in the Opera House. With the help of Wakefield Projects 
Inc. we put the project out to bid and accepted a company to install 
a new lighting operating system. This system is very high tech 
behind the scenes and user friendly to the general public. It is very 
easy now to turn on the lights in the Opera House, since we no 
longer need to use the panel box to turn them on! 
 In September of 2015 the town was awarded a grant from 
the Conservation License Plate Grant Program, aka the Moose 
Plate Grant, in the amount of $9,990. This grant helped us this year 
to restore windows in the Town Administrator’s office, Town 
Clerk’s office, Tax Collector’s office and the conference room. 
The windows were removed in September, taken off site for 
restoration and returned in November. The windows look great, 
and they are keeping the offices a little warmer this winter. In 
November of 2016 we were awarded a Land and Community 
Heritage Investment Program Grant (LCHIP) to help restore the 
remainder of the windows on the main floor of the town hall and 
the opera house. We have to raise and appropriate half the cost 
($24,407) in order for the project to move forward. We are hoping 
you will support our efforts in this project on election day.  
 We performed a tax acquired property auction in June. This 
was well attended and the Town was able to sell 12 properties. 
This is beneficial to all, as we will start collecting taxes on these 
properties, which is revenue to help offset the tax rate.  
70
 Thank you to all who support our effort of keeping 
Wakefield a wonderful place to live! 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Richard C. Edwards, Chair 




BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
 
 The Town of Wakefield’s next certification year with the 
State of New Hampshire Department of Revenue is 2018.  
Therefore, you may receive letters requesting updated information 
for current use, exemption and /or tax credits. 
 The Town will continue to measure and list 20% of all 
properties each year.  The reason for the site visit every five years 
is to ensure the Town has the most accurate physical information 
on file.  The Board awarded the assessing contract to R.B. Wood & 
Associates this year, so you will continue to see the same familiar 
faces. 
 In 2015, the NH Department of Revenue passed a new law 
which requires us to tax Recreational Vehicles.  However, if the 
RV is registered by the Department of Motor Vehicles, it will not 
be taxed by the Town of Wakefield.   
 The Board of Assessors reviewed 26 Abatement 
Applications for the 2015 tax year.  Abatement application forms 
are available on the Town’s website. 
 Naturally, we encourage you to contact the office with any 
assessing questions.  If you have trouble downloading any of the 
forms, we would be more than happy to mail you a copy. 
 
Reminder - Applications for Property Tax Credits/Exemptions are 
due April 15th.  If you are currently receiving an Elderly 
Exemption, please be sure to file an updated worksheet annually. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 




Independent Auditor’s Report 
 
 
 The accounts of the Town of 
Wakefield for the year 2016 will be audited 
in March 2017.  The Auditor’s Report is 
expected to be completed in Summer 2017 
and will be available for public inspection at 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































   
   
   










WAKEFIELD  CEMETERY TRUSTEES 
 
 In August, our Cemetery Maintenance Contractor, Fred 
Elliot, gave his notice to the Cemetery Trustees.  He has moved to 
Virginia to go to work as a contractor for a Technology company. 
The Cemetery Trustees developed some specifications and job 
requirements for the job of Cemetery Maintenance Contractor.  
The bid was published in October and a new maintenance 
contractor was selected for the job.  The Cemetery Trustees would 
like to welcome Cory Pike of Brookfield as the new maintenance 
contractor. The new contract is for three years. 
 If anyone is thinking about purchasing a burial plot in 
Stonehedge Cemetery, the cost for each 4’ x 10’ plot is $600.00. 
Please contact one of the Trustees to obtain a Right to Inter 
application. 
 In July of 2016, the Wakefield Cemetery Trustees were 
contacted by the Middleton Cemetery Trustees to see if the 
residents of Middleton could be buried in Stonehedge Cemetery in 
Wakefield.  The State of New Hampshire Department of Justice 
develops a manual that describes the “Laws of the State.”  These 
laws are known as RSA statutes. RSA means “Revised Statutes 
Annotated.”  The statute that covers deceased persons being buried 
within its boundaries is “RSA 289:2 Municipality to Provide.”  In 
part the statute reads, “Every municipality shall provide one or 
more suitable cemeteries for the interment of deceased persons 
within its boundaries, which shall be subject to such regulations as 
the municipality may establish.”  Middleton does not have a town 
cemetery, so In December of 2016 a contract was developed 
between Wakefield and Middleton to allow residents of Middleton 
to be buried in Stonehedge Cemetery. 
 Several private burial grounds are available for adopting. 




Our goals for 2017 are: 
- Complete burial grounds inventory. 
- Repair more monuments in Lovell Lake Cemetery and 
other burial grounds. 











BUILDING INSPECTION, SHORELAND & CODE 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICE 
 
 PERMITS ISSUED:  2015  2016 
  
NEW HOMES       7      16 
DEMO/REBUILT HOMES      2        4 
 ADDITIONS/DECKS    26      30 
 OUT BUILDINGS     29      29 
 COMMERCIAL       3        1 
 DEMOLITION     13      23 
 SIGNS         5        4 
 RENOVATIONS       3      10 
 RENEWALS      15        7 
 ELECTRICAL   122    125 
 PLUMBING      35      50 
 MECHANICAL     93    101 
 POOLS  
    (Above ground/In-ground)      0        5 
 
TOTAL     353    405 
 
TOTAL FEES COLLECTED in 2016       $55,330 
 
 In 2016, this Office conducted 723 inspections and 
obtained 52 hours of continuing education. 
 The department, through the Board of Selectmen, 
implemented a Town shoreland permit and hired Victor Vinagro as 
the Shoreland Officer this past year.  The shoreland permit requires 
providing a copy of the State shoreland permit and plan to the 
Town.  Mr. Vinagro checks erosion control and site stabilization 
on ground disturbances within 250 feet of any of our lakes and 
ensures that applicants are working within the limits of their 
permit.  He is also available to provide technical support and 
answer questions about earth stabilization, especially near the 
shoreline. 
 Cheryl Labrie left the office this past fall after moving to 
Rochester.  She worked for the department for 12 years.  Bridget 
Passariello is the new face of the department, and many folks know 
78
her from her previous employment at Profile Bank.  Ms. 
Passariello also provides support for the Land Use Department. 
 If you have questions or concerns with any building or code 
enforcement issues, stop by the office or email: 
Building Inspector, David Stephen, at 
bldginspector@wakefieldnh.com, 
Shoreland Officer, Victor Vinagro, at 
shorelandofficer@wakefieldnh.com,  
or  
Code Enforcement/Health Officer, Nathan Fogg, at 
landusecodedept@wakefieldnh.com.   
 
 The office is located in the lower level of the town hall with 
easiest accessibility from the parking lot behind the building.  
Office hours are Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 Building permits and other applications are available on the 





Code Enforcement/Health Officer 
 









WAKEFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 The Conservation Commission kept busy over the past 
year.  Nathan Fogg and David Mankus served as chair and vice-
chair.  Members included Tom Dube, Relf Fogg, and Steve Brown.  
Our alternates were David Tinkham, Donna Martin, and Nancy 
Spencer-Smith.  Members and alternates are appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen. 
 We continuously look for land that would be beneficial to 
place into a conservation easement.  While monies are not always 
available for the outright purchase of land, many financial benefits 
are available to land owners who are willing to place conservation 
easements on their property to conserve their properties from 
further development.  Please check with the Conservation 
Commission if you feel this might be an option for your property.  
Moose Mountain Regional Greenways (MMRG) is another 
excellent local source of conservation information.  Conserving 
property from development is an important part of protecting our 
most valuable resource, our lakes.  It also provides wildlife habitat 
and recreation opportunities. 
 The Commission manned a booth at Pride Day and as we 
have in many previous years, we distributed tree seedlings, which 
many folks look forward to receiving.  Information about our 
existing conservation land was available as well as information 
about land conservation.  We enjoy this opportunity to interact 
with the community and distribute information.  Moose Mountain 
Regional Greenways joined us in the booth this year and explained 
many of their activities and goals to area residents and others who 
stopped by the booth. 
 The Conservation Commission sent 5 children to 
Conservation Camp at Camp Tanglewood in Lincoln, Maine this 
past summer.  We request that the children attend a Conservation 
Commission meeting to explain to the Commission their camp 
experience.  This year the children sang a couple of their camp 
songs for the Commission!  Typically, the cost to parents has been 
$25, and there is currently a choice of 2 camps to attend.  There is 
Tanglewood Conservation Camp in Lincoln, Maine and Barry 
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Conservation Camp in Berlin, New Hampshire.  If you know 
parents of children ages 8 – 14 years old, please have them contact 
the Conservation Commission to take advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity.  Information will be distributed through the Paul 
School this coming spring. 
 We reviewed many of the 67 Wetland and Shoreland 
Applications submitted to the NH Department of Environmental 
Services.  The thrust of the Commission’s review was not intended 
to complete a review for the State, but to ensure that the conditions 
reflected on the plan submitted were accurate. 
 If you, or someone you know, would like to “Adopt-A-
Conservation-Area”, please contact any member of the 
Conservation Commission and we will be pleased to help you (or 
them) get started!  Get out and enjoy the existing recreation areas 
and conservation land in Wakefield. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nathan Fogg, Chair 
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FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
 
 The Wakefield Fire Rescue Department operates 4 fulltime 
Firefighter/EMT personnel to make up coverage 6am to 6pm 7 
days a week. Call personnel assist during the day and cover 6pm to 
6am. 
 The Wakefield Fire and Ambulance responded to a total of 
942 calls in 2016:  EMS calls – 612; Fire calls - 330. 
 
Medical Calls         530 Motor Vehicle Accidents     117                               
Storm Damage             3 Cooking. Fires                          3                               
Alarm Activations       46 Structure Fires                        24                               
Chimney Fires              5 Car Fires                                   4                               
Brush Fires                13  Illegal Fires                             20                               
Mutual Aid                93 Service calls                            40                               
Spills, Leaks            13 Good Intent                             14                               
Lost Person               2 Power Lines                            13                                
Misc. calls                   2 
 
Areas of town: Total Calls Fire/EMS: 
Calls in Wakefield  471  East Wakefield                    252 
Union                        65   Brookfield                             63 
Mutual Aid                 91 
 
 Wakefield is a member of the Ossipee Valley Mutual Aid 
Association, which covers most of the towns in southern Carroll 
County. We also have mutual aid relationships with our neighbors 
across the border in Maine and those in Strafford County. 
Wakefield responded to 91 calls for fire or ambulance in other 
communities.  
 Listed below are the members of the Wakefield Fire 
Rescue Department. I would like to thank them for their dedication 
and their families for the support and understanding for the long 
hours. 
 
Rhodes Haskell, Deputy Chief   
Janet Williamson, Paramedic     
Sam Morrill, Captain, FF/AEMT   
Derek Chouinard, FF/Paramedic 
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Jason Behrens, Captain, FF/AEMT                                     
Andrew Perkins, FF/AEMT                                                                                        
Jane Runnels, Captain/EMT                                             
Michael Moore, Lieut. FF                                                 
Brad Beveridge, FF/AEMT 
Ken Paul Jr., Lieut. FF/EMR                                             
Patricia Brackett, FF/EMS Admin.                                  
Courtney Trepanier, FF Jared Pearce, FF/AEMT 
Caitlin Chouinard, FF             Kate Siriani, FF/AEMT 
Jason Johnson, FF/EMT       Dawson Libby, FF/EMT                                                           
Steve Libby, FF                      Frank Pevear, FF/EMT 
Dave Silcocks, FF/EMR        Joseph Riley FF/AEMT 
Josh Tapley, FF/EMT         Duane Marsh, FF/EMT                                                    
Brock Griffin, FF                    Evan Young, FF/AEMT  
Garrett Anthony, FF            Jerry Rowe, FF           
Eric Boggs, FF                    Mike Walsh, FF                                                                                                                     
 
 My thanks and gratitude to the Sanbornville Firemen’s 
Association, and the members of the department that assist in 
raising money throughout the year. All funds that are raised go 
toward the purchase of new equipment. In 2016 we were able to 
purchase 2 new Ice Rescue Suits at a cost of $1,114.44--all paid for 
by donations and fundraisers. Thank you! 
   The department took delivery of a new ambulance in 2016. 
The 2010 ambulance was moved to the back position, and the 2003 
Ambulance was traded. The ambulance is now set up for 
replacement on a 5-year rotation schedule. This allows the 
department to purchase one new ambulance every five years due to 
the number of miles they accumulate over that time period. 
 The Officers and members of the Wakefield Fire Rescue 
Department want to thank all the Town departments and the 
citizens of Wakefield. We appreciate and value your support. 
Thank you all! 
Check your smoke and CO detectors! 
Stay safe and have a healthy 2017 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Todd C. Nason, Chief 




 Once again the Wakefield Heritage Commission has 
had a very busy and successful year. In January we were 
offered and able to purchase a caboose to add to our exhibits 
at Heritage Park. This caboose, #487, was originally built by 
the Laconia Car Company in Laconia, NH for B&M in 1921 
and would have been used for short hauls. The car is in good 
condition and we will equip the interior as it was and also 
use it for additional exhibits. Early in the spring, we were 
asked if we would be interested in acquiring the last 
remaining B&M water Tower. It was located at Lakeshore 
Park in Gilford and the Lakeshore Park Association wanted 
it removed or it would be demolished. After viewing it, we 
were excited to acquire such a wonderful treasure to add to 
our railroad exhibits, and we voted unanimously to accept it. 
We were able to hire a company to dismantle and move it to 
Heritage Park, and we hope to have the tower reconstructed 
this year on site. The Freight House Crew continues to 
expand the 1909 HO scale model of our five railroad stations 
and the surrounding countryside, and they provide special 
demonstrations and exhibits throughout the year. In August 
the Garden Railroad group participated in our Heritage Day, 
and in November we again hosted Tour de Chooch with rail 
enthusiasts visiting the 24 NE sites open that weekend. That 
little dream of a few of us has expanded and become a 
wonderful reality for our Town and our many visitors. 
 Because we are a CLG community, which means we 
have met certain criteria that prove we are dedicated to 
preserving our historic and cultural assets, we again applied 
for a CLG grant. This grant will provide research into the 
history of the growth of Sanbornville and, thus, the entire 
Town, after the arrival of the railroad. Prior to the railroad 
reaching the area we now call Sanbornville in 1872, just 144 
years ago, there was no village here! The History of Carroll 
County says it was an area of ‘big boulders and large trees’.  
We were awarded the grant of $15,000 and have hired a 
consultant. The project should be completed in the fall of 
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2017, and a presentation will be made to the town at that 
time. 
 We continue to be concerned about the potential 
demolition of the Sanborn House and nominated that 
property for the annual Seven to Save list established by the 
NH Preservation Alliance. Their Board chooses only seven 
of the many properties from around the State that are 
nominated as important and needing “help” to save from 
loss. We were excited that the Sanborn House was one of the 
seven chosen, and we received the award in Manchester this 
fall. This recognition has no “legal” binding but helps to 
raise the importance of a property and in many instances 
opens avenues for additional funding for its preservation. 
 We hired a webmaster to work with us on our 
website, historicwakefieldnh.com.  This is the only 
authorized Wakefield Heritage Commission website, and 
you will find all information and updates on current and 
future activities here.  
 With the help of our many volunteers, we were able 
to maintain the schedule of having both the Heritage Centre 
at Wakefield Corner and the exhibits at Heritage Park open 
to the public at regular hours from the end of June through 
Columbus Day weekend. Please check our website for 2017 
hours as well as new exhibits. 
 The Commission and the Wakefield Congregational 
Church are working together with local officials, Strafford 
Regional Planning and the DOT to control traffic speeds in 
the Historic District, as well as to create a plan for a 
crosswalk and to rebuild the sidewalks there. This is in 
response to the many requests from those concerned about 
the safety of our visitors and residents as they walk through 
the village and attend functions in that area.  
 There were only two special meetings for approval 
requests in the Historic District held this past year. We 
continue to work with property owners to assist them when 
issues arise that require exterior changes. 
 Lastly, but most important, we want to thank the 
many volunteers and supporters of the Heritage Commission. 
85
Without you our accomplishments would be fewer. We 
encourage anyone who is interested in our work or anyone 
who might have suggestions to contact us. We are always 
looking for additional docents and volunteers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pamela Wiggin, Chair                                                    
Philip Twombley                                                             
Snooky Shea     
Nancy Hall 
Craig Farley 
Connie Twombley, Selectmen’s Rep                          
Annette Perry, Alternate 
Corey Fothergill, Alternate 
Tracy Kolb, Alternate 







2016 was another busy year for the Highway Division. We 
completed two self-help projects at the highway garage--we built a 
locker area as well as a break room for the employees. Our road 
projects were plentiful. Pickpocket, Sanborn and Canal Roads 
(from Rte. 153 to Doc Morrison Road) were ditched, shimmed and 
overlaid. St. Anthony’s Road saw a drainage system installed and 
was also reclaimed and paved. We replaced culverts on Heath, 
Stoneham, Old Stage, Canal and Sanborn Roads, to name a few. 
We repaired the parking area at the Freight House in Union to fix a 
drainage and mud problem. We assisted the Food Pantry and Parks 
& Rec with a few projects. We addressed a drainage issue on 
Bonnyman Road and gave guidance to the homeowner to remedy 
the situation. 
We had quite a few changes this past year, not only in 
personnel, but in the organizational structure as well. Michael 
Gingras left us as the Highway Manager to pursue other 
opportunities and was replaced by Scott Pike. Scott came to us 
from Wolfeboro and became Wakefield’s first Director of Public 
Works.  The Highway, Solid Waste and the Wastewater Divisions 
were combined under the Public Works umbrella.  Chuck Murray 
retired as General Foreman, and I filled that position. We hired 
Joseph Gore to replace me as Equipment Operator. Scott did a 
great job during his time here, but sadly, he too decided to pursue 
other opportunities.  After his departure, I applied for and was 
chosen to fill the Director’s position. I would like to thank the 
Selectmen for this opportunity. We would like to wish everybody 
who left us this past year our best wishes; and I personally feel it is 
my honor and privilege to serve the residents of Wakefield. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 





 2016 at the Gafney witnessed continuing efforts to move 
forward with expansion plans.  The Expansion Committee met 
twice monthly on average, working with a fundraising consultant 
to generate awareness of the project, write a statement of need and 
identify community library services.  An expansion cost estimate 
of $1.85 million was based on expanding to the rear of the existing 
building, increasing the library from its current 2,500 square feet to 
approximately 6,000 square feet.  The Guldbrandsen property 
abutting the library was purchased in June to provide space for the 
expansion.  A Community Meeting with 34 people attending was 
held in November to outline the expansion process and obtain 
community feedback.  Also in November, a networking meeting 
with twelve community members resulted in interest by some 
attending to continue networking by holding meetings of their 
own.  These meetings will continue through the summer months 
with a goal to conduct a fundraising feasibility study by fall. 
 Of special interest is the increasing number of teens using 
the library. Cooperative study is on the rise with teens working 
together on research projects using library computers.  The Teen 
Advisory Board (TAB) has grown to eight members and is 
increasing in number.  The TAB plans teen programs and 
recommends library items for circulation.  They’ve met with 
authors and are currently meeting with adults who share with the 
teens their business experiences.  The Friends of Wakefield 
Libraries have adopted the TAB as their financial and mentoring 
responsibility.  All this is good, but keep in mind the TAB meets in 
a space large enough to seat four people comfortably.    
 The Gafney’s first “Meet the Candidates Night” in October 
gave voters an opportunity to meet local candidates running for 
State Representative and State Senate.  The AARP Tax Preparation 
program volunteers helped over 100 people prepare IRS tax 
returns.  The Summer Reading Program “Every Hero Has a Story” 
successfully registered 94 children who read 1,132 books and 
recorded 23,400 minutes.  Sixty eight adults and 173 children 
attended 20 programs.  That total includes 33 teen attendances.  
The popular monthly art exhibits and receptions featuring area 
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artists continue and are booked a year out.  Monday’s Knit-Wits 
have met steadily for years and periodically commit to community 
knitting projects, such as chemo caps for babies and helmet liners 
for soldiers. 
 The 2016 Gafney Annual Appeal for operating expenses 
netted $14,000.  Two major fundraisers, the wreath sale and “Art at 
the Gafney” raffle, raised $3,000.  Friends of Wakefield Libraries 
actively participated in the two fundraisers with “Art at the 
Gafney” headed by Friends member, Judy Dec.  The Gafney is 
indebted to the Friends for this help and for donating other funding 
for library expenses not included in the budget.  
 The Gafney’s literacy program tutors at the Adult Study 
Center continue to work with residents of all ages to improve 
literacy skills – reading, writing, math and HiSET (formerly the 
GED).  Tutors stand ready and are proud to say they have met the 
literacy needs of most cases that have walked through the door.  
The study program and HiSET test are held at rented space at the 
Greater Wakefield Resource Center in Union.  More than 240 
visits have been logged in and 12 students obtained HiSET 
certification. 
 A new library website at www.gafneylibrary.org showcases 
the library catalog, program information, and helpful links for all 
ages.  The Gafney Library Facebook page continues to be very 
popular; please “like” us! 
 Though the Gafney is a private nonprofit organization, 
primary funding comes from the Towns of Wakefield and 
Brookfield and it is YOUR library.  It provides books, audiobooks, 
ebooks, movies, youth and adult programming, educational 
benefits and services to all ages in the Wakefield and Brookfield 
communities. The staff and Board of Directors appreciate your 
continued support and invite you to get your free library card, “the 
best card in your wallet,” and use it to your advantage! 
 
Respectfully submitted 





Board Members:  Dick DesRoches-President, Aru’vah Ferrill-Vice 
President, Kristin Whitworth-Secretary, Tom Lavender-Treasurer, 
Sharon Theiling-Wakefield Trustee and Corresponding Secretary, 
Janet Gould,  Julie Kessler, Catherine Mills, Barbara Wadleigh, 
Jackie Winckler-Directors, Marcia Hodsdon-Alternate and Titia 
Bozuwa-Director Emeritus 
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WAKEFIELD LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
 
 2016 was a wonderful year for the Wakefield Public 
Library. The library held an event in August with Maine author 
Marianne Rice.  The book signing brought in over 100 visitors and 
was a great success.   The summer months average 140 visitors a 
week and the patronage has gone up.  12 new patrons joined the 
library.  The library book sales are every Wednesday and Saturday 
during the summer hours. There will be two events planned for this 
upcoming year.  Last year our summer resident patrons enjoyed the 
book signing event.  We would like to invite a local author for 
July/August.  
 The library focuses on genealogy, and this year the folks 
who stopped by to do research found our reference section very 
helpful. We will look for ways to improve the resources necessary 
for those pursuing genealogy.  
 Circulation remains steady and book orders are done 
monthly. From the oldest to the newest of books, this charming 
library has a wide variety of reading. Wi-Fi is available for our 
residents.  We have the Carroll County Pioneer Newspapers dated 
back in the late 1800’s and 1900’s.  There is a local history section 
as well as town reports. 
 Every year new patrons join the library.  The library does 
not use a library card.  We have a simple method to joining the 
library.  We welcome people to use our library for research.   The 
library is a very beautiful building built in 1902.  People love to 
stop by and hear the history of the historic library.  
 The current events and the title of books we order are listed 
on our Facebook page.  Library hours are Fall/Winter: Saturday 10 
am to 12pm and Wednesday 1pm to 3pm; Summer:  Saturday 9am 
to 3pm and Wednesday 9am to 4pm.   
 Trustees for our historic 1902 library are:  President: Peter 
Brown, Vice President: Pamela Wiggin, Treasurer: Nancy Hall, 
Secretary: Jan Fairchild, Ann Hatchett and Nancy Bancroft. 
 I would like to thank all of them for their support and help. 
We had a wonderful year and are looking forward to 2017.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna L. Jackson, Library Director 
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WAKEFIELD LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 




Wakefield Library Endowment (In memory of Joan 
Bozuwa, Lillian Brown, Ann Spencer Faris, 
Margaret Harvey, and Helen C. Spencer       $    162.44 
 Donations      $10,314.00 
 Town of Wakefield     $  9,610.00 
 Book Sales              $     376.00  
 Profile Bank Checking Account   $       15.76  
Total Income           $20,478.20      
     
 
EXPENSES 
2016 Budget      Amount Spent 
$4,000   Salary    $  3,325.53 
$730   Payroll Taxes - IRS          $     546.98 
$0                                State of NH – UCI  $         1.53 
$1,000   Books and Subscriptions $  1,009.41 
$0   Archival Material  $         0.00 
$600   Eversource   $     294.62 
$3,025   Fuel    $  1,162.56 
$2,400   Insurance   $  1,995.00 
$0   Handicap Access Fund $         0.00 
$500   Maintenance   $13,893.17 
$0   Paint and Roof Fund  $         0.00 
$400   Office and Misc. Expense     $     787.00 
$1,000   Investment Fees  $  1,214.18 
$500    Telephone   $     444.37  










LAND USE DEPARTMENT 
 
 The Land Use Department consists of the Planning Board 
and the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
 The Planning and Zoning Boards reviewed and acted upon 
a total of twenty-three applications during the year including: 
 
 Site Plan Review   7 
 Subdivision    1 
 Boundary Line Adjustments  3 
 Insignificant Change of Use  1 
 Conditional Use Permit  2 
 Variance    7 
 Appeal of Administrative Decision 1 
 Motion for Rehearing   1  
 
 Mr. Fogg along with the Planning Board are able to guide 
and review many applicants through the entire permitting process.  
We utilize planning consultant Mike Garrepy on larger, more 
complex projects.  The cost of the planning consultant is passed 
along to applicants.  We also have engaged Norway Plain Survey 
Associates and White Mountain Survey & Engineering to review 
more complicated site plan and subdivision applications.  Using 
professional planners and engineers gives added information for 
the Planning Board’s review, as well as, protects the applicant 
from over-regulation and the Town from under-design. 
 The Planning Board worked to develop ten warrant articles 
to present to the voters in March.  These warrant articles will 
revise the Zoning Ordinance.  The articles correct and clarify the 
existing ordinance, as well as, reduce the living area requirement 
for multi-family units to 600 sq.ft. from 800 sq.ft.  The Board also 
adjusted Article 21 (Signs) to comply with a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision from 2015 and Article 23D (In-Law Apartment) to 
comply with new State RSA that allow an accessory dwelling unit 
on every property where a residential unit is permitted (certain 




on the ballot, which would allow drive-thru restaurants with 5-19 
seats in the Business and Commercial zones in town. 
 We welcome any questions or comments regarding the 
regulations.  We appreciate input from citizens as we try to 
represent the entire town in our rules and regulations.  Public 
comments are asked for at each meeting. 
 The Planning Board consists of four elected members and a 
member of the Board of Selectmen.  The Board can appoint up to 
four alternates to serve when needed. 
 The Zoning Board of Adjustment consists of five members 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  Five alternates can also be 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen to serve as needed.  The 
Zoning Board welcomed new alternate Don Stewart to the Board.  
Don lives on Pine River Pond, has served on the ZBA in his 
previous hometown, and is a welcomed, knowledgeable member of 
the Board. 
 Connie Twombley serves as a voting member of the 
Planning Board and is the liaison to the Board of Selectmen for 
both the Planning and Zoning Boards. 
 Both of the Land Use boards work hard to balance the 
rights of property owners with the protection of residents and 
surrounding land values in town.  The value of clean lakes in town 
as it relates to recreational uses and property values cannot be 
overstated and the boards works towards the protection of these 
important resources. 
 The Planning Board meets twice per month on the first and 
third Thursday, in the Town Hall.  The Zoning Board of 
Adjustment meets on the third Monday of the month on an as-
needed basis.  The Land Use Department is open from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm, Monday thru Friday.  Nathan Fogg, Code Enforcement 
Officer, Health Officer, and Land Use Clerk may be reached at 
603-522-6205, ext. 308.  All applications are available on the 




Code Enforcement Officer, Health Officer, Land Use Clerk 
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PARKS & RECREATION 
 
 It’s been a very busy year for the Wakefield Recreation 
Department!  Our programs continue to grow by leaps and bounds. 
We had more than 115 kids participate in each of our basketball, 
baseball and softball programs. Our soccer program had more than 
130 kids!! We are busting out at the seams from all of our 
activities.  
 Again, our summer camp was a huge success, with campers 
enjoying trips to local area attractions, special events and trips to 
the Town Beach. We also had our teen summer program called 
“Adventure Camp.”  The teens who participated in this enjoyed 
hiking, zip line tours, whitewater rafting, skydiving, campouts and 
much more. 
 Other programs that proved successful included the 
Hershey Track and Field, Father/Daughter Dance, Cruise on 
Squam Lakes and finally a Boston Red Sox trip!! 
 Unfortunately our fireworks show and fishing derby were 
cancelled. Both the original date and rain date for the fireworks 
were rained out. The decision was made to postpone them for 2016 
as we wouldn’t be able to get the vendors and spectators that we 
normally have for another day. We will continue to have the show 
before the fourth so people can enjoy them, as well as others in 
surrounding towns. The tentative date for this year’s show will be 
on July 1st, rain date of July 2nd.  
   Breakfast with Santa was a huge fundraiser for us again this 
year. We hope to build a new halfpipe at the Ballpark, and the 
funds from Santa’s Breakfast will help to make that happen. 
 We finished our basketball courts at the Ballpark by 
fencing them in. The courts are used every day, at all hours. That 
was a great move! 
   This year our Annual Golf Tourney was held at Indian 
Mound Golf Course and raised over $4800 for our Independence 
Day Celebration.  We had 116 golfers participate on a perfect 





     We continue to offer yoga and karate on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, respectively. Both continue to be popular programs. 
 The Recreation Department would like to thank the 
countless volunteers, including the Recreation Commission and 
coaches, for their incredible dedication to the Town of Wakefield. 
Without the help of these people our programs would not be so 
successful.  I would also like to take the time to thank the local 
businesses that continue to support Parks and Recreation.  If you 
have any ideas or suggestions of programs you would like to see in 
the future, please stop by the Recreation Department.  
 
 Recreation…the benefits are endless. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wayne Robinson, Director 




Year in review: 
 This last year we were able to make significant progress in 
dealing with the Heroin issues. We responded to 9 overdose calls, 
which were basically cut in half from 17 in 2015. We have been 
working on breaking down the connections of drugs to Wakefield 
and Brookfield.  After arrest we are holding the people more 
accountable and connecting them to better treatment options. We 
are working with law enforcement in the surrounding area and 
making progress with treatment and public awareness. We also had 
an improvement in the reduction of burglaries and other crimes 
related to drug use, so overall the community is becoming safer. 
Many patrols have been directed to the side roads in an attempt to 
keep burglaries and other crimes lower, with good interventions 
and arrests.  As we put more effort into drug and other 
investigations, we have less time for motor vehicle patrol. As a 
result speed on the roads is increasing, with a small increase of 
accidents and motor vehicle incidents. We will have to put more 
emphasis on reducing this trend and Officers will be directed to do 
more motor vehicle enforcement. This year our goal is to keep the 
crime trends going lower and increase the general road safety, and 
reduce serious accidents. It is my continuing goal to keep the 
residents of our Town safe, and to be able to live in a community 
where we still can enjoy the small town way of life.  
 
Policing Efforts in 2016: 
 Grant funded patrols – Again we conducted several patrols 
through cooperative grants.  Speed patrols, DWI, & area 
wide DWI patrols, DWI Check Point, Safe Commuter 
patrols. 
 We continue to offer the SHIELD program at the Paul 
School and other local crime prevention seminars at the 
public safety building, including Fraud, Firearm Safety & 
Home Defense, and “Hard Targets” property crime 
protection. 
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 The Firearms Safety course was very popular; I support an 
armed citizenry and the right to self-defense. I believe 
criminals take notice. 
 
Animal Control: 
 Officer Guldbrandsen retired this year and was replaced by 
Officer David Landry. Dave will be going to the part time 
academy this winter and should be finished by spring.  
 Once again we were able to find homes for every stray dog 
or cat last year through our adoption program. 
 The rabies clinics and neutering clinics were successful and 
we’ll be running them again this year. 
 Reminder:  Most animal control calls are non-responsible 
owners, not animals. We also will be tougher on 
unregistered dog owners, so please take care of them. 
 Reminder although ACO works part time the Police 
Department handles animal calls 24/7. Please call County 
dispatch for these calls at 539-2284. 
 
Improvements: 
 While you are reading this we are in the process of 
finishing the 2nd floor at the Public Safety Building. These 
improvements will greatly improve operations of the 
Police, Fire and EMT services. We appreciate the Citizens 
for the support, and the improvements to the building will 
serve the community for many years. 
 We will add many features to the complex, such as a bunk 
house for the Fire Officers, a new modern gym to keep up 
with physical fitness standards, a state of the art evidence 
room, additional office and storage space. 
 We are participating with a Carroll County initiative for 
drug investigations grant program. Our Department will 
receive funding to help supplement drug investigations 
which target sources and trafficking.  
 The Carroll County House of Correction has now 
implemented a new high intensity addiction recovery 
program. This program also deals with life skills and 
reducing recidivism.  
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 The Facebook page has been very successful. Please like 
our page and receive timely posts. We are also maintaining 
our web page for more statistical purposes. 
 We have a link to receive emergency notices to your phone 
or device. Look for this on Facebook. 
 We are continuing to host regional trainings, which bring 
more high quality training to our Officers at a lower cost 
than sending them out. 
 We are receiving equipment from the Government surplus 
program which we might not otherwise be able to purchase. 
 Again we are encouraging homeowners to display your 
street number at your residence; this saves valuable time, 
and could save a life. 
 We are working on an initiative with the New Hampshire 
Fusion Center to be able to share more intelligence and 
important information. The purpose is so that we would be 
more prepared for threats to our community. 
 
Officer of the Year: 
The members of the Police Department have voted for Officer 
Christopher Waldron as Officer of the Year. Officer Waldron does 
an outstanding job. He came to us in 2014 as a Veteran, and just 
loves his career.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kenneth G. Fifield 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2015    2016 
Antifreeze   100 gal      Antifreeze         200 gal 
Batteries   2.42 tons      Batteries         3.32 tons 
Mixed Paper   256.83 tons      Mixed Paper       282.32 tons 
Alum Cans   13.2 tons      Alum Cans         11.5 tons 
Glass    137.75 tons      Glass         105.65 tons 
Fluores Bulbs   3914 units      Fluores Bulbs     4128 units 
Used Motor Oil 2975 gal      Used Motor Oil  2600 gal 
Electronics   21.12 tons      Electronics         23.68 tons 
Textiles   19.89 tons      Textiles         9.91 tons 
Scrap Metals   202.4 tons      Scrap Metals      262.58 tons 
 
High Cost Waste 
 
Tires    785 units      Tires  11.51 tons 
Bulky (Demo)   500.61 tons      Bulky (Demo) 649.87 tons 
MSW (Hsehld) 1430.49 tons      MSW (Hsehld)      1360.52 tons 
 




Transfer Station Manager 
102
TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS 
 
The Trustees of the Trust Funds are responsible for the 
prudent investment of the capital reserves and trust funds of the 
Town of Wakefield. The primary objective is preservation of 
capital with a secondary goal of maximizing earnings subject to 
safety constraints. The actions of the Trustees and the investment 
vehicles used are regulated by the State of New Hampshire, with 
an annual reporting requirement to the Department of Revenue 
Administration and the Attorney General’s Office. The entire 
portfolio consists of monies for the Town cemeteries, charitable 
school scholarships, Town capital reserves, school capital reserves 
and Wakefield’s water department, with an aggregate balance as of 
December 31, 2016 in excess of $1,806,888.71. The funds are 
currently managed by TD Wealth Management and typically 
invested in U.S. Treasury bonds or notes, U.S. government agency 
bonds, high grade coperate bonds, or bank CDs.  
The Wakefield Cemetery Fund is comprised of many small 
funds for the care of individual cemetery plots.  The Cemetery 
Trustees are responsible for the actual care and maintenance of 
these plots using the income earned from the Trust Funds. The 
fund balance as of December 31, 2016 is as follows:  
 
Wakefield Cemetery Fund $361,913.71 
 
     In 1997 the Carl Siemon Scholarship Fund was established for 
Wakefield students. Several scholarship awards are made each 
year.  The balance as of December 31, 2016 is shown below. 
 
Carl Siemon Scholarship Fund $150,157.47 
 
     The Trustees are also responsible for the investment of the 
Capital Reserve Funds that the voters of Wakefield approve each 
year. All new reserves and additional contributions as voted, 
approved, and received in 2016 have been deposited into the 
appropriate funds.  
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From time to time the Trustees are called upon to determine if a 
proposed questionable use of reserve funds falls within the purpose 
as defined by the language of the original warrant article and 
supporting Town or school meeting minutes. The determination of 
the Trustees is reported to the Selectmen before any disbursement 
of funds is allowed. 
 
   The following Capital Reserve Funds are currently in place and 
the balances are as of December 31, 2016: 
 
 
Highway Trucks $109,224.16 
Transfer Station $110,849.74 
Bridge Const. $39,425.62 
Fire Trucks $107,766.18 
Landfill  $315,352.62 
Ambulance $7,224.02 
Public Safety Bldg. - Upstairs $43,340.98 
Transfer Station Equipment $28,221.00 
Highway Heavy-Equipment $131,554.46 
Town Hall Improvements $1,241.81 
Police Vehicles $3,186.52 
Invasive Species $3,002.49 
Waste Water Treatment $108,199.52 
Technology Fund $2,114.40 
Cemetery Maintenance  $8,120.37 
Emergency Management $12,503.81 
Forest Fire Management $5,106.69 
Cemetery Water Supply and Irr $7,698.04 
Highway Road Projects $22,383.01 
Security Devices $15,018.13 
Assessing Statistical Updates $8,009.67 






     The following funds are held for the School District:   
 
School Transportation $47,891.24 
School Roof $33,863.02 
School Disabled Child $105,543.52 
School Technology Fund $2,425.93 
School Boiler $37,738.92 
School Sprinkler $3,569.22 
School Asbestos Abatement $8,076.19 
School Parking Lot             $231,328.30 
School Security Fund               $79,528.04 
 
     The following funds are held for the Water Department: 
 
Water Dept. Main Replacement $750.48 
Water CRF Emergency Reserves $976.93 
 
 
The Trustees are always welcoming interested citizens to join the 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2017 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
 
 To the inhabitants of the Town of Wakefield in the State of 
New Hampshire qualified to vote in town affairs: 
 
 You are hereby notified of the First and Second Session of 




 You are notified to meet for the First Session of the Annual 
Town Meeting, to be held in the Opera House of the Wakefield 
Town Hall, 2 High Street, Sanbornville, New Hampshire, on 
Saturday, February 4, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  The First Session will 
consist of explanation, discussion, and debate of each of the 
following warrant articles, and will afford those voters who are 
present the opportunity to debate, propose and adopt amendments 
to each warrant article, except those articles whose wording is 




 You are also notified to meet for the Second Session of the 
Annual Town Meeting to elect town officers by official ballot and 
to vote by official ballot on the warrant articles as may be amended 
at the First Session, to be held at the Opera House of the Wakefield 
Town Hall, 2 High Street, Sanbornville, New Hampshire, on 
Tuesday, March 14, 2017.  Polls for voting by official ballot will 
open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m., unless the town votes 
to keep the polls open to a later hour. 
 
Article 1:  To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing 
year. 
 
Article 2: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 





as follows?: Amendment  expands “Boat and Marine Craft Dealer” 
to include it as a permitted use in the Village/Residential zoning 
district, and to restrict its use in the Agricultural zoning district to a 
home enterprise. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 3: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?: Amendment allows reduced sideline setbacks for pre-
existing non-conforming (“grandfathered”) lots serviced by 
“Municipal or Community Water and/or Sewer” to match sideline 
setbacks for “Standard Lots.”  (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 4: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3A 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?: Amendment reduces the required Minimum Living 
Area for Multi-Family Units to 600 square feet from 800 square 
feet.  (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 5: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3B 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?: Amendment changes footnote 5 to clarify that 
“unfinished” basements do not count towards living area square 
footage calculation and to fix a previous error where footnote 8 
was inadvertently removed from the building height (maximum) 
description. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 6: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?: Amendment changes Article 12, C, 8 to align the 
definition of livable floor area to match footnote 5 in the minimum 
dimensional area table in article 3. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 7: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 





Camping Cabin” located within a recreational campground or 
camping park.  (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 8: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?:  Amendment adds section “F” to Article 14 – 
Performance Standards (General) to note that Stormwater Runoff 
and Erosion shall be controlled prior to leaving a site. (Majority 
vote required). 
 
Article 9: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?:  Amendment adds section “C” to Article 15 to note 
that a local permit is required prior to beginning work within 250 
feet of a water body. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 10: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?:  Amendment revises Article 21 to become compliant 
with US Supreme Court decision by eliminating all except one 
exempt sign, removing the 9 sq. ft. size restriction on all except 
home enterprises, and allowing each parcel to have up to 9 sq. ft. 
of signs along their frontage. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 11: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 9 
as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance 
as follows?:  Amendment revises Article 23D – In-Law Apartment 
to be compliant with NH-RSA 674: 71-74 “Accessory Dwelling 
Units” by revising several sections of the article. (Majority vote 
required). 
 
Article 12: (By Petition) Are you in favor of the adoption of 
Amendment No. 10 as proposed by petitioners for the Town 
Zoning Ordinance Article 3, Table 1, Permitted Uses to add a new 
proposed use: “Restaurant, drive-thru (w/5-19 seats)” as a 





The article is recommended by the Planning Board by a vote of 3-
2. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Thirty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($39,000) to be added to 
the Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund previously established. This 
appropriation is recommended by the Board of Selectmen by a 
vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a vote 
of 9-0. (Majority vote required).  
 
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Forty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Fourteen Dollars 
($48,814) for the restoration of thirty-five windows in the Town 
Hall and the Opera House; and to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to accept Twenty-Four Thousand Four Hundred Seven 
Dollars ($24,407) received through Land and Community Heritage 
Investment Program (LCHIP) grant, with the balance of Twenty-
Four Thousand Four Hundred Seven Dollars ($24,407) to be raised 
by taxes. This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget 
Committee by a vote of 8-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 15:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to be added to the 
Bridge Construction Capital Reserve Fund previously established.    
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of Selectmen by 
a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a 
vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000) to be added to the 
Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of Selectmen by 
a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a 






Article 17:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Seventy-Seven Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($77,550) to be added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 7-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000) to be added to 
the Transfer Station Facility Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established.  This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget 
Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to be added to the 
Highway Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget 
Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 20: (By petition) To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of Thirty-Four Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($34,500) to aid the Union Village Community 
Association in the Engineering Design and Repair of the 
Emergency Spillway and Abutments of the Drew Mill Dam, thus 
ensuring the continuation of the Drew Mill Pond for Recreational 
Use and Fire Protection. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen by a vote of 2-1, and not recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 6-2-1. (Majority vote required).  
 
Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) to be added to the 
Invasive Species Expendable Trust Fund previously established. 





a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a 
vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required).   
 
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Thirty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Dollars 
($33,840) to be added to the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0.  (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to be added to the 
Technology Capital Reserve Fund previously established. This 
appropriation is recommended by the Board of Selectmen by a 
vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a vote 
of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
  
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($11,500) to be 
added to the Town Hall Improvement Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 25:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,750) to 
be added to the Emergency Management Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen, by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0. 
(Majority vote required).  
 
Article 26: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) to be added 
to the Highway Construction Project Capital Reserve Fund 





Board of Selectmen, by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) to be added to the 
Security Devices Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
This appropriation is recommended by the Board of Selectmen by 
a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget Committee by a 
vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 28: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Eighteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($18,500) to 
be added to the Assessing Statistical Update Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. This appropriation is recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the 
Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required).  
 
Article 29: Shall the town adopt the “All Veteran’s Property Tax 
Credit” under RSA 72:28-b? If adopted, the credit will be available 
to any resident, or the spouse or surviving spouse of any resident, 
who (1) served not less than 90 days on active service in the armed 
forces of the United States and was honorably discharged or was 
an officer honorably separated from service, and (2) is not eligible 
for and not receiving the credit for veterans who served in a 
qualifying war or armed conflict or for veterans with a service-
connected disability. If adopted, the credit will be in the amount of 
$500.00, which is the same amount as the credit for a veteran who 
served in a qualifying war or armed conflict. If the credit is 
adopted, any person desiring to claim the credit will be required to 
file an application with the selectmen or the assessors by April 15 
of the tax year. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 30: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Greater 
Wakefield Resource Center Building Capital Reserve Fund 
pursuant to RSA 35:1 for the purpose of exterior maintenance and 





Dollars ($5,000) to be placed in said fund, and further, to appoint 
the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend. This appropriation is 
recommended by the Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and 
recommended by the Budget Committee by a vote of 9-0. 
(Majority vote required). 
 
Article 31: (By petition) To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 
provisions of RSA 72:61 through RSA 72:72 inclusively, which 
provide for an optional property tax exemption for the property’s 
assessed value, for property tax purposes, for persons owning real 
property, which is equipped with solar energy systems intended for 
use at the immediate site. Such property tax exemption shall be in 
the amount equal to 100% of the assessed value of qualifying 
equipment under these statues. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 32:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Twelve Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($12,600) for 
the purpose of purchase and installation of Vinyl Siding for the 
East Wakefield Fire Station. This appropriation is recommended 
by the Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and by the Budget 
Committee by a vote of 9-0. (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 33: (Straw Poll) Are you in favor of the requirement of 
Clear Bags at the Transfer Station Recycling Center? (This is an 
advisory article placed on the warrant by the Board of Selectmen, 
and is non-binding. If approved the Board of Selectmen will 
consider implementing clear bags in the future.) 
 
Article 34: (Straw Poll) Are you in favor of incorporating a “Pay 
as you Throw” system at the Transfer Station Recycling Center? 
(This is an advisory article placed on the warrant by the Board of 
Selectmen, and is non-binding. If approved the Board of Selectmen 
will consider implementing the “Pay as you Throw” system in the 
future.) 
 





budget, not including appropriations by special warrant articles and 
other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the 
budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first 
session, for the purpose set forth herein, totaling $4,602,373?  
Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be 
$4,568,964 which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments 
required by previous action of the Town or by law, or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with 
RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating 
budget only. This appropriation is recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen by a vote of 3-0, and recommended by the Budget 
Committee by a vote of 7-0.  (Majority vote required). 
 
Article 36: To transact any further business that may legally come 
before this meeting. 
 
Given under our hands and seal, this 13th day of January, 
Two Thousand Seventeen. 
 
WAKEFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
__________________________________ 
Richard C. Edwards, Chairperson 
 
__________________________________ 







TOWN OF WAKEFIELD 
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
 
FIRE & AMBULANCE (emergency dispatch) ................... 539-2261 
SANBORNVILLE............................................................... 522-8336 
EAST WAKEFIELD........................................................... 522-3363 
UNION................................................................................ 473-2344 
POLICE (24 hour dispatch)................................................. 539-2284 
POLICE STATION (office only)......................................... 522-3232 
ALL EMERGENCIES......................................................... 911 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT............................................... 539-2284 
POISON CONTROL CENTER........................................  800-562-8236 
HUGGINS HOSPITAL (Wolfeboro).................................. 569-2150 
FRISBIE HOSPITAL (Rochester)....................................... 332-5211 
VISITING NURSE............................................................. 569-2729 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR............................................... 522-6205 
SELECTMEN'S OFFICE.................................................... 522-6205 
TOWN CLERK................................................................... 522-6205 
TAX COLLECTOR............................................................ 522-6205 
BUILDING INSPECTOR................................................... 522-6205 
DIR OF PUBLIC WORKS/HIGHWAY GARAGE.............. 522-8266 
TRANSFER STATION....................................................... 522-3590 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER ……………………......... 522-3232 












On our cover— 
A different view of Town Hall than most 












2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.  
 
SELECTMEN'S OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  8:00 – 4:00 
 
TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE HOURS 
Mon, Tues & Fri 8:30 – 4:00 
Wed 8:30 – 1:30 
Thurs 8:30 – 6:00 
First & Last Sat 8:30 – 12:30 (Closed all other 
Saturdays) 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  9:00 – 2:00 
 
TRANSFER STATION HOURS 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon  8:00 - 3:00 
 








Mon - Fri 8:00 – 4:00 
 
LAND USE OFFICE 
Mon – Fri 9:00 – 3:00 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
1st & 3rd  Thursday at 7:00 P.M. 
 

